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Romanticism: 
1800-1860

Both

Realism
1860-1914

Describes an ideal world-
as it should be

Glorifies 
human experiences 
like war and death

Include sensory experiences
of the natural world 

Relies on imagination, 
emotion, intuition

Major Literary Traditions:
Short stories, poetry, slave narratives

character sketches (a lot more 
fiction)

Ms. Carmack

Concerned with external forces:
Examples: poverty, death, war,

consequences of 
Industrialism   

Romanticism vs. Realism 

Describes the world as it actually is

Describes subjects from 
contemporary,
everyday life. 

Plot is developed with ordinary 
circumstances/events

Rejects lofty ideals and prefers 
objective, true-to-life statements
over the subjective imagination

Major literary traditions:
Novels, short stories. Fiction is rare

There is more Nonfiction: 
Letters, diaries sent 
home from the War

Greater number of stories
with an unhappy ending

Realistic Settings

Speaker uses “ordinary speech” 
Use of regional dialects

Characters are 
larger than life

Writing is interested in myths and 
history

Settings are 
made up

Endings are 
happy

Language is inflated and formal

Plot contains unusual 
events, high 
adventure

Concerned with improving 
social conditions

for children,
minorities and women 


